Moodle Basics

Moodle is a free, open-source CMS (course management system) similar to WebCT, Blackboard or Desire2Learn. 

Most serious drawback: You have to set up Moodle on an outside hosting server. I have used AnHosting (www.anhosting.com) and space is available on their server $6.95/month. Your university might be willing to provide space for courses you create also.

NOTE: Before you sign up for service, make sure that Moodle can be used with their configurations.

The Beginning (Get tech support if you need it.)

1. Buy a domain name (Network Solutions [www.networksolutions.com] is the oldest, but not the cheapest). AnHosting also provides domain registration with a hosting package. You can check for open domain names at Network Solutions

2. Sign up for a hosting service.

3. Download Moodle (http://download.moodle.org/). I suggest using the latest stable branch of the program.

a. Go to the CPanel under your domain name.

b. Upload Moodle using your file manager to the public_html folder. [Note: Get tech support at your university to help you or login to the FAQ section of your hosting company or see a Moodle forum. It can be a frustrating experience, but it is not impossible. I managed somehow. For CPanel assistance, try http://www.cpanel.net/docs/cpanel/. 

The Moodle Site

1. Now you are ready to build you site. Login in with the administrator name and password. 

2. Go to Administration/Configuration to set up your front page and Moodle site to reflect what you want to do. [Tip: Use the default settings until you have time to play around with this.]

3. Under Admin/Config/Modules, remember to enable Hot Potatoes Quiz. The Hot Potatoes quiz maker is much better than the quiz function available in the Moodle, so use it instead.

[Tip: Hot Potatoes is more difficult to use on a Mac. Consider adding a Windows configuration to your Mac if you intend to use Hot Potatoes extensively.]

