We have a five-part question for today, so I think I will approach each one individually. Responses welcome to all or any section.

1.  What materials are available online? 

I think the problem with online materials is how to select from all that is available. We have seen five websites on legal English that are devoted just to legal English, but I am sure other sites are available in addition to legal materials worldwide. Before are some of my favorite materials development/classroom use websites.

Criminal Trial Judge Functions

http://www.abanet.org/crimjust/standards/trialjudge.html
Media Guide to Tennessee Courts

http://www.tncourts.gov/geninfo/Publications/store/MediaGuidetoTNLegalSystem.pdf
Tennessee Courts (Pro Se Defendants Handbook)

http://www.tncourts.gov/geninfo/CourtClerks/ProseHB2001.pdf
Federal Court Information

www.fjc.gov
Court Introduction (trial process)

1. Click on “Inside the Federal Courts orientation site”

2. Check information by clicking on topics in left sidebar.

3. Remember to check your knowledge with the quizzes.

Sentencing Guidelines

Click on US Sentencing Commission (right sidebar)

Tolerance and Biases

www.tolerance.org
1. Click on “check your hidden biases”

2. Click on Project Implicit’s Project.

3. Click on flag from your country if normed.

Language Assessment

www.dialang.org
http://www.cal.org/ehls/pdfs/Swiss_self-assessment_checklists.pdf
Jury System (with video)

www.ninja9.org/courtadmin/jury/Orange.htm
Legalized Websites

www.justicetalking.org (audio files with transcripts)

www.cnn.com/LAW  (law section)

http://www.splcenter.org/ (Southern Poverty Law Center—great website on discrimination)

Legal Websites

http://www.law.cornell.edu/  (Legal Information Institute)

http://www.ili.org/omnibus.html  (International Law Institute)

http://www.bailii.org/  (British and Irish Legal Information Institute)

http://www.uscourts.gov/  (American court system)

http://www.landmarkcases.org/  (Cases and approaches to teaching cases)

http://www.eurowarrant.net/  (European Arrest Warrant site)

www.oyez.org (audio—very advanced US Supreme Court arguments)

www.venables.co.uk (UK site with worldwide links)

www.ilrg.com (good forms site, but tends to have forms with old-fashioned legalese—though legalese is still much in use in legal practice)

www.nolo.com (U.S. legal information)

Legal Dictionaries

http://dictionary.law.com/ legal dictionary

http://www.nolo.com/glossary.cfm legal glossary

http://dictionary.lp.findlaw.com/  Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of Law
2. What commercial materials are available? 

When I started teaching legal English 12 years ago, there were two commercially available legal English textbooks, both British. Now there are many, many more. Some are country specific; others are more global. There are two legal English exams now: the TOLES and the ILEC. Legal English has come a long way. The list below is just the start of a legal English bibliography. I haven’t even included the articles on legal English that are available.

Brostoff, T. & Sinsheimer, A. (2003). An Introduction to the American Legal Language and Culture of the United States (2nd ed.).  Dobbs Ferry, NY: Oceana Publications.

Brown, G. W. (1998). Legal Terminology, 3rd Ed. Prentice Hall.

Buza, L. (2004). Legal English. Tirana, Albania: Laurasi University Press.

Buza, L. & Delija S. (2005). Legal English 2. Tirana, Albania: Geer.

Byrd, S. B. (1997). Einfuehrung in die anglo-amerikanische Rechtssprache (Introduction to Anglo-American Law & Language). Munich: Beck Verlag.

Byrd, S. B. (1998). Anglo-Amerikanisches Vertrags- und Deliktsrechts (Law& Language of Contracts and Torts). Munich: Beck Verlag. 

Chroma, M. & Coats, T. (1998) Introduction to Legal English I and II. Prague: Karolinium.

Haigh, R. (2004). Legal English. London: Cavendish Publishing. 

Kaplan Educational Centers (1998). Success with Legal Words: The English Vocabulary Guide for International Students and Professionals. 

Krois-Lindner, A. (2006). International Legal English. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lee, D. S., Hall, C., & Hurley, M. (1999). American Legal English: Using Language in Legal Contexts. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 

Nedzel, N. (2004). Legal Reasoning, Research, and Writing for International Graduate Students. New York: Aspen Publishers.

Riley, A. English for Law. (1994). Macmillan Publishers.

Riley, David. (1996) Vocabulary for Law. UK: Peter Collins Publishers. 

Russell, F. & Locke, C. (1995). English Law and Language. UK: Phoenix ELT.

Soobik, L. (2001). English for Lawyers. Tartu, Estonia: Iuridicum Foundation.

Stoller, F. L. & Reilly, K. (1999). Rules and Laws: Language and Civil Society: Civic Education. English Teaching Forum Online. U.S. Department of State.

http://exchanges.state.gov/forum/journal/civ6background.htm
Stoller, F. L. & Reilly, K. (1999). Individual Freedoms, Freedom of Expression. Language and Civil Society: Civic Education. English Teaching Forum Online. U.S. Department of State. http://exchanges.state.gov/forum/journal/civ2background.htm
Wojcik, M. (1998). Introduction to Legal English: An Introduction to Legal Terminology, Reasoning, and Writing in Plain English. DC: International Law Institute. 

3. How can we adapt commercially available materials for our use? 

If our students are lower level, we have to slowly introduce the more advanced materials. We begin with legalized articles from a newspaper or other easier material on the same topic. We brainstorm terminology and ideas on the subject. We ask for students to relate the topic to their own culture. If I pick a constitutional topic, such as freedom of speech, I can go to some of the children’s websites on rights in the US for lower level materials. 

I often rewrite materials (even though that is sometimes frowned upon in ESP) so that my lower level students can understand the basics of a topic. I use the Vocabulary Profiler at 

http://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/ so that I have an idea of how difficult the materials are going to be. To use the VocabProfiler, you just paste your text into its window and run the program. You can then see the K-1000 words, the 1001-2000 words, the Academic Word List words and the off-list words. This is a great, free resource.

4. How can we create our own materials? How can we create online materials?

It just takes practice. We all create our own materials for classes. Using the resources we have available, such as Hot Potatoes or Quandary, it is easier to create materials for our classes. 

http://hotpot.uvic.ca/  (Hot Potatoes—a free resource)

http://www.halfbakedsoftware.com/quandary.php (a limited free resource from Hot Potatoes people)

There is a list

